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COMMUNIQUE No. 35 
 

August 2021 
 

The OTC directors met via Zoom on Monday, 16 August 2021. The following items formed part of the agenda: 
 
New Staff Member 
Ms Alison Baker, newly appointed to a part-time position of administrative assistant, was welcomed by all 
directors.  Ms Baker joins the OTC from Curtin University and is assisting Ms Rebecca Allen with program 
accreditation. 
 
Cultural Training 
Cultural training, facilitated by Indigenous Allied Health Australia, for directors, staff and assessors, has been 
confirmed. Online modules will be undertaken, with a face-to-face component to occur at a meeting during 
2022, dependent on COVID-19 travel restrictions. 
 
Cultural training, on-line and via webinar, will be a requirement for all overseas-qualified practitioners to 
undertake and complete successfully prior to commencing the Stage 2 period of supervised practice.  The 
training modules are being customised for the occupational therapy profession. 
 
Program Accreditation Committee (PAC) 
Three accreditations have been completed. 
 
Four accreditation site visits remain scheduled for 2021.  With the impact of COVID-19, these are being managed 
with education providers. Self-study components will be completed, in conjunction with online meetings with 
education providers, students and other stakeholders. 
 
Mandatory reporting continues to focus on how education providers are impacted by the COVID-19, and the 
transition process back to face-to-face training, and their management of returning international students.  
 
Existing conditions on programs will remain in place. 
 
Overseas Qualification Assessment Committee (OQAC) 
OQAC continues to improve its processes and procedures for overseas-qualified practitioners to ensure they 
are competent to practise independently in the Australian health environment. 
 
Updated templates for the development of a supervised practice plan as part of the Stage 2 process have been 
developed and are available on the OTC website. 
 
Governance and Strategic Affairs Committee (GSAC) 
Risk management receives ongoing attention in the development of processes and procedures to mitigate risks 
identified by the OTC.  
 
Health Professions Accreditation Collaborative Forum (HPACF) 
The meeting of the Forum held on 23 July 2021 via Zoom was attended by Associate Professor Lynne Adamson 
and Mr Kim Bradbury. 
 
Occupational Therapy Australia 
An article for the August edition of “Connections” will focus on the experience of supervisors aiding and guiding 
overseas-qualified practitioners through the period of supervised practice.   *** 


