Occupational Therapy Council of Australia Ltd

Contributing to a flexible, innovative and safe occupational therapy workforce

COMMUNIQUE No. 33
February 2021
The OTC directors met via Zoom on Thursday, 25 February 2021. The following items formed part of the agenda:

New member
Following revision of the constitution to include National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Occupational
Therapy Network (NATSIOTN) as a sponsoring organisation, the directors welcome Ms Kathryn Martin.

Cultural Training
Cultural training, facilitated by Indigenous Allied Health Australia, for directors, staff and assessors, has been
deferred to the next available face-to-face meeting dependent on COVID-19 travel restrictions.

Program Accreditation Committee (PAC)
One program has been approved by the OTBA.
Four education providers are planning on offering OT programs.

Nine accreditation site visits have been scheduled for 2021. With the impact of COVID-19, these are being
managed with education providers.

Mandatory reporting continues to focus on how education providers are impacted by the COVID-19 and any
significant changes being made to programs.

Existing conditions on programs will remain in place.
Overseas Qualification Assessment Committee (OQAC)
OQAC continues to improve its processes and procedures for internationally-qualified practitioners to ensure

they are competent to practise independently in the Australian health environment.

Updated templates for the development of a supervised practice plan as part of the Stage 2 process have been
developed and are available on the OTC website.

Governance and Strategic Affairs Committee (GSAC)

Risk management receives ongoing attention in the development of processes and procedures to mitigate risks
identified by the OTC.

Health Professions Accreditation Collaborative Forum (HPACF)

The meeting of the Forum scheduled for 26 February 2021 will be via Zoom and attended by Associate Professor

Lynne Adamson and Mr Kim Bradbury.

Assoc Prof Adamson has accepted a role on the HPACF’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Outcomes
Working Party which would focus this year on assessment and training.
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